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If Epiphany is about the revelation of things previously 
hidden and bringing things into the light, then our 
gospel reading of the calling of Philip and Nathaniel is 
about them seeing the Light and following it.


In the text there’s a lot of “finding” going on.  Jesus 
found Philip, Philip found Nathaniel, and Philip claims 
to have found Jesus. And when Nathaniel asks whether 
anything good can come out of Nazareth, Philip issues 
the most beautiful invitation: “Come and see.”


But before Nathaniel has a chance to see Jesus, Jesus 
first sees Nathaniel and apparently claims to “know” 
him.  Finding, seeing, and knowing all have some 
interplay here.


“Where did you get to know me?” Nathaniel asks.  “I 
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you,” 
Jesus replies. 


At this, Nathaniel has the moment of revelation; an 
epiphany.  He falls down and confesses, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel.”  It’s 
quite a dramatic moment, whereby Jesus sees 
Nathaniel and knows what he is made of before 
Nathaniel even begins to look for Jesus himself; and 
then, Nathaniel sees Jesus for who he is.  It’s a double 
revelation.


Perhaps that is how it is for us.  God sees us and 
knows us before we even have an inclination to look for 
God.  


Certainly the psalms indicate this.  God knows when I 
sit down, and when I get up.  Indeed there is not a 
word on my lips that God knows altogether.  “If I climb 
up to heaven,” the psalmist writes, “you are there; if I 
make the grave my bed, you are there also” (Psalm 
137).  It speaks of God knowing us better than we 
know ourselves; and God reaching out to us, before we 
have any inclination to look for God.


And for Nathaniel, it doesn’t stop there.  It doesn’t stop 
with Jesus seeing Nathaniel, and knowing him, and 
Nathaniel seeing and recognizing Jesus for who he is.


Jesus goes on to say that he will see even greater 
things than these.  “You will see the heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.”


Well, wait.  Stop there.  When was the last time we 
heard of the heaven being opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on something?  
Jacob’s ladder.  Remember the story of Jacob, on the 
run from his older brother Esau, for having deceived 
their father and stolen Esau’s birthright.  Here in the 
wilderness Jacob, the deceiver, falls asleep; and in a 
dream he sees a ladder going up to heaven and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on it.  He 



wakes from the dream and says, truly God was in this 
place!


Nathaniel knows this story, and suddenly he makes the 
connection that he is like Jacob, and Jesus is Jacob’s 
ladder.  This is heaven on earth.  And the moment of 
revelation when Nathaniel will most clearly see the 
connection between heaven on earth will, of all things, 
be the cross. That is the moment of glory, when things 
get the darkest, most vulnerable, and most exposed, 
that the power of God is most clearly revealed, and 
there’s a connection, or a ladder established, between 
heaven and earth that can never be destroyed.


You will see greater things than this.  You will see the 
cross, and in it, the glory of God will be revealed.


Friends, as we live through this pandemic; as you feel 
tired, and vulnerable; as you wonder when is this going 
to end.  Pace yourself.  And know that just as God 
revealed himself to Jacob in the wilderness, to Philip 
from Bethsaida, and to Nathaniel under the fig tree, so 
God sees us, knows us, intercedes for us, and has 
revealed himself to us. We look at the cross to see the 
glory of God, and we hold on to that.


Because the cross tells us that there is always a light, a 
new life, a resurrection, beyond the darkest hour.  And 
Nathaniel will see and know that it is the darkest hour, 
that becomes God’s greatest hour.  


So hold on to one another.  Hold on to your prayers.  
Hold on to what you were taught.  And if you start to 


forget, call me, or anyone else connected with St. 
John’s, and we will remind you: that the Light has 
come into the world, and we have seen its glory; and 
the darkness has never overcome it.  


“You will see greater things than these." And he said to 
him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.”  - John 1:51
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